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Economic growth has been a well-accepted method of development, reducing poverty until the urgency of human development comes into action. The sustainable development has been recognized as the most comprehensive concept for solving the socioeconomic and environmental problems in integration as both the growth and human development approaches are individually criticized enormously for being single centric. The purpose of the study is to diagnosis the growth, development and environmental status of Bangladesh and find out suitable development strategy based on sustainability paradigm. The present study is qualitative and exploratory in nature based on a case study method. Intensive desk research has been conducted based on the secondary data collected through various newspapers, magazines, published articles, and working papers via the internet. The study revealed that the development of Bangladesh is impressive for the last two decades coupled with epidemic levels of environmental degradation in the form of pollution, deforestation, land erosions and excessive natural resource endowments. The study concludes that it is a high time for Bangladesh to up-to-date their development strategy by adopting the sustainable development framework for the lasting growth and eco-friendly inclusive development. In doing so, specifically, Bangladesh should concentrate on creating green jobs in both the production and maintenance oriented sectors.   
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1.	Introduction 

*The term ‘Development’ has been a living topic throughout the civilized. It is a very natural instinct of human being found from the ancient age to till date when people thrive for the betterment of themselves and for the collectives. Since human beings are given the sense of welfare and capability by the almighty to change themselves with effort, people invented fire, transportation, agricultural and later industrial production gradually. Simultaneously, the policies and economic theories have replaced time to time with improved theories when the world was unable to solve the emerging problems in the path of developments. At the same time, the world has realized that the environment has ignore heavily as a parameter of national development, though in a goal environmental aspect was incorporated which seemed insignificant compared to the natural degrading rate and growth rate. Since there is a vice versa relationship between growth and development, an undernourished sector 
                                                 * Corresponding Author.  Email Address: masuk_nub@gmail.com  

can also become a threat for sustaining such growth for a long time meaning that growth may be unsustainable in return. So, there is a new goal has been set, based on the experts research and opinion, for the countries regard as the Sustainable development goal (SDG) which is a separate pillar of development building blocks. In the sustainable development goal the environmental development goal is encapsulated with the previous blocks of economic development and human development. Economic growth is the most powerful instrument for ensuring economic development. Economic	Development is the sustained, concerted actions of policy makers and communities that promote the standard of living and economic health of a specific area.	 It helps reducing poverty and improving the quality of life in developing countries. Growth can generate virtuous circles of prosperity and opportunity to tackle the vicious circle of poverty. Strong growth and employment opportunities, improve incentives for parents to invest in their children’s education by sending them to school. This may lead to the emergence of a strong and growing group of entrepreneurs, which should generate pressure for improved governance. The 
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commendable progress in reaching some of the Millennium development goals (MDG, There were eight goals in MDG adopted in the United Nations Millennium summit declaration in year 2000 to be achieved by the year 2015). It has met the several targets of MDG like reducing poverty gap ratio, attaining gender parity in primary and secondary education, under-five mortality rate reduction, containing HIV infection with access to antiretroviral drugs, children under five  sleeping under insecticide treated bed nets, detection and cure of TB under DOTS and others. Additionally, Bangladesh has also shown an overwhelming progress in some of the goals of MDG includes reducing the prevalence of underweight children, increasing enrollment status at primary schools, lowering the infant mortality rate and maternal mortality ratio, improving immunization coverage and reducing the incidence of communicable diseases (GED, 2013).  
2.	Development	bottlenecks	of	Bangladesh	

2.1.	Equity		Even though Bangladesh made a commendable improvement in various indicators of development, still it has a plenty aspects to be worried off. Bangladesh has managed halving the poverty rate by two decades or so, but still it has to go a long way to eliminate the extreme poverty. Regarding the relative poverty and inequality in the income distribution, it has failed to decrease or making it stables the Gini-coefficient rate these periods. In early 1990s, the Gini-coefficient was 0.39 which has increased to 0.45 in 2000 and with further deterioration it reached to 0.47 in 2005 although it declined by 0.001 by 2010. That means the income gap between poor and rich has been rising.  Besides, the disparity between urban (35%) and rural (21.3%) remain significantly along with few poverty pockets like indigenous community living area likes hill tracts which reflecting a concerning weaknesses in the economic development (Rahman et al., 2014). 
2.2.	Environmental	degradation	The progress of Bangladesh in terms of economic growth can better evaluate based on the environmental sustainability basis. It is very alarming that its progress did not accentuate equally in each goal of MDG like the 7th goal; environmental sustainability. Only it is limited to ensuring the access of fresh drinking water and better toilets to the people. The serious degradation found in the environmental maintenance perspectives in diverse dimensions such as urban air pollution, water pollution, encroachment of rivers and other water bodies, improper disposal of industrial, medical, and household waste, deforestation, loss of open space (for recreational field), loss of biodiversity and noise pollution etc. (Islam, 1999).  

2.3.	Air	pollution	In Bangladesh, in recent years the urban air pollution reached into an upsetting level. Urban density has been increasing parallel with unplanned urbanizations due to the excessive migration from rural areas. The CO2 emission is in an increasing mode and for the last two decades, it has more than doubled (0.34 MT) as much as in the early 1990s, having 0.14 MT, although the contribution of world CO2 emission is not significant (only 0.14% of global CO2 emission based on 2009) (Rahman et al., 2014). The presence of lead content in different cities is growing and especially air in Dhaka city is at places reported to have more than one hundred times by the UN recommended safe level is becoming a gas chamber for slow poisoning.  
2.4.	Water	pollution	Another major concern for wild development initiatives is water contamination in both the ground and surface water level. Ground water is in danger level in different cities affecting people in various diseases while surface water, especially in the rivers becomes dump of wastages. Industry such as textile, dying around capital cities and adjacent districts disposes chemical wastages, substances due to having no effluent treatment plants (wetland). About 200 rivers of Bangladesh are linked directly or indirectly with a large quantity of untreated industrial wastes and effluent. The drainage and sewerage system is also linked to the rivers for becoming the world’s worst and hazardous water channels for people, species and other business too. The tannery industry (700 in Dhaka city) is another contributor of water pollution disposing approximately 700 about 16,000 cubic meters of toxic wastes daily (Alam, 2009). Moreover, as mentioned earlier, the sovereignty in agriculture becomes possible for the indiscriminate use of chemical fertilizer and pesticide is resulting in chemical runoff to the surface water bodies. This is causing serious damage to country’s fresh water fish stock (Islam, 1999).  
2.5.	Deforestation	Historically, Bangladesh is in scarce of the forest, though it has world’s largest mangrove forest “Sundarbon”. The forest degradation rate in Bangladesh is high. In 1990 the rate was 37700 hectares per year and it became nearly double (70,000 hectares per year) in 2006/7 (G.E.D, Planning Commission, BD and UNDP BD). Beside these, the famous wood for furniture ‘shaal’	(Shorea robusta) tree producing forest “Shaal	 Bon” is also about to extinct. The reasons of forest and forest area degradation are the excessive logging, increased need of fuel wood for household cooking and for brick manufacturing. The development intervention like the Karnaphuli Hydroelectric project is 
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responsible for the critical impacts on the hill forest areas.  
2.6.	Excessive	natural	resource	depletion	In Bangladesh almost 80% of the electricity is generated through burning gas and rests are the other ways like fuel, coal and hydropower based. That is why the gas reserve is running off very quickly. Beside these, other natural resource includes coal, which consists in five coal mines Barapukuria, Khalaspur, Phulbari, Jamalganj and Dighipara with reserves of 2.2 billion tons. The problem is some of remain unexplored. Beside these there is conflict about the methods to be used for exploring coal is undermined or open-pit mining. Both the options have huge environmental risks.  
2.7.	Unhealthy	development	projects	Recently the government has declared to build a coal-based thermal power plant in Rampal of Bagerhat district and a nuclear power plant in Rooppur of the Pabna district. Environmentalists suspect that these projects will cause negative impact on the environment, especially the Rampal project, which is near to the Sundarban. Expert suspects that the plant would produce sulfur dioxide, radium, chromium, mercury, nitrogen dioxide and seven hundred thousand fly ashes which will be a prospective threat for Sundarban and for its species. Besides, the faster growing ship breaking and recycling industry are also a threat to the environment from the pollution to the beaches and costal water as well as the seaside ecosystems due to 

spell of various chemicals such as cadmium, lead, organ tones, arsenic, zinc and chromium (Rahman et al., 2014). 
3.	Economy‐environment	nexus:	the	way	forward		Environment is the root of all living beings which supports ecosystem; maintain food chain and supplying habitat and sequentially, it delivers interdependent elements of livings for the whole species. Nature act like an umbrella and under these protection other related systems gets security and continuity. It mediates the production process and supports factors of production which helps developing product market for the human being with the flourishes economic system. So, looking at nature only upon the anthropogenic view and in a separate manner scattered way may lead us toward the wrong directions. With increasing attention on growth- human development matters, it has been possible to make a trade off in between these. But the human-economic-development puzzle must not ignore environment as an equally important item, if we really expect a sustainable and lasting growth and development.  Sustainable development is such a way of development which gives the environment an equal status as a pillar which justifies the decision options in the light of social-environmental and economic nexus (see Fig. 3). Since it stress the use of natural resources keeping in mind of the future generation, and finding an alternative solution of the same problem to ensure justice among all the stakeholders; man to nonliving natural substances.  

	

	
	

Fig.	3:	The relationship between nexus development and sustainability	 Many people think that environment could be emphasized later on after achieving economic development and hardcore poverty elimination referencing the Environmental Kuznets’ Curve (EKC) model. However, The Nobel laureate economist Kenneth Arrow and several other reputed scientists have argued strongly against the EKC (Arrow et al., 1995; Grossman and Krueger, 1994). It is funny to think that how we can allow pollution for growth and then we go for curing. This concept is likely more unsystematic and against the universal practice. If we just accept the argument for a while, there might the successive question like how we are sure about the possibilities of brings back the degrading situation in its original state? It could be 

possible only for the resources which can be renewed though these sorts of resources are very limited in numbers. But, what would be for the non-renewable resources and specific species and animals? Can it be getting back? Can dinosaur be restored? Surely, these questions, seek authentic answers. 
4.	Concluding	remarks	The objective of the paper is to analyze the essence of sustainability in national development for any country especially developing country like Bangladesh. Bangladesh has sustained economic growth so far which will capable it to become a 
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middle income country if it can continue up to 2020. In contrast, the cost of this achievement in terms of environment is not negligible and in frankly it is in the marginal point of further devastation. The environmental situation already has started showing its negative impact and that is why Bangladesh needs to think otherwise of the present development way out. The adoption of sustainability paradigm in each of the sectors seems to be appropriate to maintaining balanced growth, development and environmental harmony if the country really wants to sustain its development manifestation in the foreseeable future. As suggested, Bangladesh should shape and shift its economy towards a green economy. It is the latest concept under the sustainability philosophy where growth is advocated to be the inclusive growth. Inclusive growth certainly means the growth which accommodates the poor people with generating the green jobs (Khalid and Nayama, 2013). At the same time, it should rethink about the controversial development projects, especially which involved bigger investment and prospect of degradation by consulting with experts and ensuring better participation by public dialogues instead of taking hasty decision through the vague process. 
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